


As many of you know, Wilson Arts manages the Edna Boykin Cultural Center and owns and 

operates the Wilson Arts Center. This past year, our facilities hosted 508 unique events and 

activities between the two facilities.  53 of those were Wilson Arts hosted special 

events.  There were 230 rehearsals, and 152 days of visual and performing arts classes.  The 

Boykin Center and the Wilson Arts Center were rented out 89 times combined by outside 

agencies.  11 times, we took art activities off-site and brought arts experiences to community 

events.  There were 43 artist demos by the Wilson Active Artists Association.  We had  

384 volunteers this year.  A total of all of these activities and being open daily brought us 

to  37,948 visitors.  



Our organization brought in about $680,000 in revenue this fiscal year.  This is similar to last 

year's income. Both this year and last year were above our normal revenue levels due to one-

time COVID-19 relief funding.  Wilson Arts was fortunate to receive the Shuttered Venues  

Operators Grant through the Small Business Administration giving a boost of relief in the 

amount of $107,000 to help pay for general operating expenses.  Compared to last year, 

earned revenue is coming back up to normal levels. 



The organization had $481,000 in expenses in the last fiscal year.  Expenses were similar to  

previous years overall, but there were less funds to subgrant.  With this being the first year 

operating in a building that the organization now owns, we have taken a conservative  

approach to spending as the organization gets used to the expenses that come with owning 

and operating a 20,000 sq. ft. building.  Excess funds will go back into the organization to 

work towards building a reserve to help with unanticipated future expenses.  



At our annual meeting last year, we had just opened the brand new arts center.  Leading up to 

that throughout 2020, we focused on completing the $2.1 million dollar renovation.  In 2021, 

our focus shifted to bringing life and programming to the center.  The new facility has allowed 

us to increase the number of artists we represent. One of the ways we represent local artists 

is in our gift shop - this number now exceeds 70 artists and our sales have increased by 82% 

with the new facility. We are so thankful to you and all of our donors who contributed to the 

Capital Campaign to make this project possible - especially to Truist and the City of Wilson.  In 

the last year, we were able to make additional improvements to the lighting, acoustics, and 

purchasing a stage and a dancefloor to make rentals even more appealing.  Again - this is all 

thanks to generous donors such as yourselves.  



This year, sculpture artist Matt McConnell of Raleigh created a permanent site-specific art  

installation for Studio 1 called "Forest Wind."  This amazing piece marries art and fiber optic  

technology…and embraces the spirit of innovation in Wilson.  We are very grateful to the 

Brown Family for making this project possible.  



Wilson Arts received a very prestigious grant this year.  We were one of only 66 arts  

organizations in the country to receive the American Rescue Plan Grant for Local Arts  

Agencies through the National Endowment for the Arts.  Wilson Arts is thankful to the City of 

Wilson and Wilson County for formally designating Wilson Arts as the official arts agency of 

Wilson and Wilson County.   This designation allowed us to subgrant federal dollars.  As a  

result, Wilson Arts is able to subgrant $100,000 to arts organizations and individual artists to 

provide COVID-19 relief funding and work for artists.  These arts organizations were the  

recipients of that funding.  



Wilson Arts was able to subgrant directly to individual artists in exchange for work that would 

benefit Wilson and prioritize underserved communities.  These are the recipients of that 

funding.  We look forward to seeing this diverse group of artists' projects come to life over 

the next year and the impact that work will have on their careers and on the community.  



Another way Wilson Arts has impacted nonprofit organizations is by subgranting to  

organizations utilizing the arts to achieve their mission. These funds are provided by the 

North Carolina Arts Council.  



Artist support grants are an opportunity offered to artists each year.  These grants allow artists 

to obtain funding to further their career in the arts.  This year's recipients were musician Dale 

Bryce and filmmaker Sherrod Knox.  This project is also supported by the North Carolina Arts 

Council.  



The Boykin Series is one of our signature programs here at Wilson Arts. This series provides 

live, professional entertainment that encompasses many genres.  Live entertainment was  

essentially non-existent during the COVID-19 pandemic. As you can imagine, that created  

major obstacles for the series.  We are so thankful for federal relief funding through the 

Shuttered Venues Operators Grant to help us stabilize the organization and the tireless work 

by our director and staff to manage the ever-changing schedule.  



It was so wonderful to return to the stage in 2021. It was gradual return as the public's  

comfort level increased in the wake of the pandemic coupled with a growing desire of our 

community to get back to live theater, making memories, and enjoying the arts and life to the 

fullest.  We had 1,456 viewers of the series.  



After two years of delivering on Boykin Series 24 and a few performances left over from  
Season 23, we are ecstatic to announce Boykin Series 25! This program is now a quarter of a 
century young! This coming season, we are looking forward to:  

• Through the Years with Kenny Rogers (country) 
• The Soul Psychadelique Orchestra (high energy, variety of genres) 

• The Peter Mayer Christmas Show (lead guitarist for Jimmy Buffet) 

• The Ultimate Michael Jackson Tribute Band (pop) 

• Rhonda Vincent and the Rage (bluegrass)  

• C.J. Chenier and the Red Hot Louisiana Band (New Orleans zydeco) 

•  A Johnny Cash Tribute - (country) 

Thank you so much to the Boykin Series Committee for your tireless efforts in making 
these performances happen and curating a well-balanced season that results in tourism 
and local spending each year.   



ACT! for Youth (AFY) is a program of Wilson Arts whose purpose is to provide live theater  

opportunities for the youth of Wilson County and surrounding areas.  ACT! for Youth was able 

to move back to having large-scale productions this year.  



Our performing arts programming, including ACT! for Youth, the summer musical, and  

our performing arts camps, served 294 youth and 3,476 people came to see the shows.  ACT! 

for Youth is an amazing program with a family-like atmosphere that teaches so many valuable 

life skills that prepare our youth for adulthood.  Thank you to Shaun Braswell, our Theater 

Arts Coordinator, who oversees the program and teaches mostly the technical side of theater 

and to the ACT! for Youth Committee for your support of every show - the show experience 

wouldn’t be the same without you.  



This coming season, we are looking forward to Les Miserables, Pinnochio, and Honk!  



This year has been one for the books for the Visual Arts Series.  We had an incredible variety 

of shows that just would not have been possible in any of our previous gallery spaces.  Larger 

than life sculptures, panoramic paintings, and a large platform for our youth to show their 

budding talent are a few ways our exhibitions have broken the mold this year.  Being able to 

design this very space around each exhibit and create a fresh and exciting space has been a 

game changer.  Having the overhead door to load in large pieces of work also sets us apart 

from most galleries in the region.  We had 1,309 guests attend our gallery openings this past 

year.  Special thanks to Dee Dee Oliver, our Visual Arts Coordinator, for pushing the walls and 

the boundaries of the Truist Event Gallery with some incredible exhibits and to the Visual Arts 

Committee and the support they provide.  



One of the most important things we do at Wilson Arts is impact young Wilsonians. We are 

pleased that we have been able to increase visual arts education offerings for youth with the 

additional capacity that the Wilson Arts Center now provides.  We have even been able to add 

baking classes to the mix with our new demonstration kitchen.  



Let’s talk about the grown ups too! We have been able to add many fun and creative  

workshop options for adults. We hosted over 30 workshops this past year in a variety of  

media.  We even thought “outside of the pasture” and invited the Goats from the Painted 

Farmer to loosen up participants to fully embrace the fun of creativity.  While the sugar  

cookie decorating classes were fun for kids of all ages, we also added cooking classes to the 

mix just for the grown ups.  



Each year, we partner with the Wilson Housing Authority to take camps off-site to their three 

community centers and offer art experiences to disadvantaged youth.  



This past year we participated in a variety of community events including Juneteenth, the 

Whirligig Festival, the Farmer's and Artisans Market, and Gig in the Park, just to name a few.  



ArtSpin is a brand new quarterly community art event launched this past year in partnership 

with Wilson Downtown Development.  ArtSpin is for all ages and is a time where the arts 

community comes together - all the galleries and studios open up at the same time and  

engage attendees in activities that expose the services that arts providers in Wilson County 

have to offer. It is truly a downtown arts experience that helps the arts cross-promote one  

another and helps people find their connection to the arts.  



Our organization has taken an active role this past year with public art.  We hired artist Candy 

Culver to paint the utility box downtown across from P.L. Woodard.  ArtSpin has opened the 

door to public art projects like the silhouette project across from the Imagination Station and 

Ashley Fabrizio and Chris Woodard's mural in the alley next to Artisan Leaf…. and thanks to 

ArtSuite, we were able to add a mural called "The Mountain Man of Wilson" by Kyle Brooks in 

the alley next to the Wilson Arts Center.  Public Art projects like these create a vibrant place to 

live, work and play.  They also increase access to the arts that aren’t limited by gallery hours, 

as well as enhance Wilson’s identity.  



We are currently participating in the Arts and Economic Prosperity Study, thanks to  

Americans for the Arts, the North Carolina Arts Council and Wilson Economic Development. 

The purpose of this study is to measure the impact that non-profit arts organizations in  

Wilson County have on job creation, commerce, and tourism.  We will be collecting surveys at 

events until spring 2023, and the report for Wilson County will be released in September 

2023.  We are always looking for volunteers to help with these surveys, so please let us know 

if you are willing to help us with this very important work! 



This past year, we loved celebrating Wilson's diversity.  

One of our favorite partnerships this year was with Casa Azul on their Dia De Los Muertos 
event here in the Truist Event Gallery.  It was a night of mariachi music, dancing, altars  
honoring our loved ones, crafts, costumes and inclusively celebrating the Mexican heritage of 
Wilson's LatinX community.   

This year, we also brought in Collage Dance Collective -  a Memphis-based ballet company and 
conservatory on a mission to inspire growth and diversity of ballet.  With Wilson's rich  
diversity, we wanted to be able to put dancers on stage that were reflective of that  
diversity.  We were able to provide the opportunity for over 700 Wilson County School  
students to come and see the dancers through an interactive demonstration, Q&A and  
performance.  The magic and excitement from this third grade audience was electrifying and 
unforgettable. 



We wanted to take a moment during this presentation to share how our arts community has 

grown.  This year Wilson welcomed a new gallery and artistic apparel shop called The Gallery 

317.  Iconostar Art expanded to include Positivity Park - an outdoor seating area and  

sculpture park that will soon sell refreshments, beer, and wine.  We have been working  

closely with the Wilson Active Artists Association - they have diligently programmed the  

Hammond Gallery of the Boykin Center with art exhibits, receptions and demos throughout 

the year on an ongoing basis.  Art at 123 Gallery & Gifts reopened after extensive  

renovations. Be sure to visit these creative spaces that are an important part of our arts  

ecosystem.  



Rentals have really taken off at the Wilson Arts Center!  From hosting wedding receptions, 

conferences, performances, dance parties, birthday parties, fundraisers, and more - the first 

year open was a terrific success and the Wilson Arts Center generated $27,361 in rental  

revenue.  The Boykin Center is also a popular rental facility generating around $19,587 in  

rental income last year.  20% of rental income goes to support future building maintenance 

and capital improvements for each facility.   We expect these numbers to increase next year 

as much of the fall was still influenced by the pandemic.  



We are so thankful to everyone who supported our event fundraisers for Wilson Arts in our 

new center.  Miniature Masterpieces, Holiday Invitational, Queens for Creativity, and Gatsby & 

Gold were so helpful in supporting our general operations while providing a fun arts  

experience at the same time.  Event fundraisers raised $34,404 for the organization this year 

and we are so thankful to the Event Fundraising Committee and the Visual Arts Committee for 

planning and implementing these events.  



We are working toward Phase 2 renovations!  There have been many times during the past 

year when we have had activities in every room, and we are already outgrowing the 

renovated portion of the building.  We still have around 8,000 sq. ft. available in the back of 

this facility.  We get requests for makerspace studios often, and are eager to start renovating 

the remainder of the building.  We were fortunate to renovate Phase 1 debt-free due to our 

generous community of donors, and ask that you consider continuing that support…. or if you 

have not yet pledged capital campaign support, please consider our request.  There is still 

room on our flexible donor wall to add names, and there are a few naming opportunities still 

available.  



Thank you to our incredible Board of Directors for your vision, wisdom and leadership during 

such a critical time for our organization as we began operating and programming two facilities 

and took programming back to full capacity in the wake of the pandemic.  Your advocacy and 

support this year have taken us to new heights.! 



Last, but not least, thank you to the incredibly hard-working Wilson Arts staff who handle the 

details of the daily operations, but also have the vision to grow the arts in Wilson  

County.  Thank you to Shaun, Jenn, Tiara, Dee Dee, Chandra, Cathy, Mr. Bob, Stephanie,  

Julie, and our new office manager Amy Wahl.  Julie will be retiring in August, and Chandra is 

moving to part-time and will be working at the front desk and in the Box Office. 


